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                                                  Illegal Money Lending Team

Working with Trading Standards – funded by BIS

M E D I A  C A L L 

Ref:
49-East Norwich Funday

Date: Tuesday 30th August 2011

Help and advice at community fun day. 
Date and time: Saturday 3rd September, 12noon- 4pm.

Location: Bowthorpe Youth & Community Centre, Bowthorpe Hall Road, 
                 Norwich, NR5 9AA

Details: 

Residents in Norwich will unite for a community fun day with a serious message.

The event is being organised by the Norfolk Alliance, (made up of local partner organisations including Cotman Housing, Orbit East, South Norfolk Council, Broadland Housing Association. Norwich City Council and Saffron) working alongside the England Illegal Money Lending Team and other local partners.
At the fun day there will be a circus skills workshop, face painting, t-shirt graffiti, a mega slide and bouncy council and much more. 

The day will allow people to discover more about the services which are available locally, including the opportunities for legal and safe credit.

Representatives from various organisations, including the Illegal Money Lending Team will be attending to offer information and advice. 

The Team will be raising awareness of the dangers of borrowing from illegal money lenders, as part of an ongoing campaign to tackle illegal money lending in Norwich.

These offenders often prey on vulnerable members of the community, charging exorbitant rates of interest and often resorting to extreme methods to enforce repayment. 
Tony Quigley Head of The England Illegal Money Lending Team said “Loan sharks can have a hugely detrimental impact on individuals and communities. We would urge anyone who is the victim of a loan shark to contact us in confidence on 0300 555 2222, as we can help. Our lines are answered by a trained investigator 24/7”

Vivien Farrow, Managing Director of Cotman Housing Association said “As well being a great fun-day out for families we welcome this event as an opportunity to highlight the misery that can be caused by the greed of illegal money lenders, and the alternative forms of affordable finance available in the community.
To report a loan shark:

Call the 24/7 confidential hotline 0300 555 2222 

Text ‘loan shark + your message’ to 60003 

E-mail reportaloanshark@stoploansharks.gov.uk 

Log-on to www.direct.gov.uk/stoploansharks
                                                        Ends

Note to editors: Funded by the Department of Business Innovation and Skills, the Stop Loan Sharks project consists of three Illegal money lending teams; England, Scotland and Wales. Working in partnership with local Trading Standards Authorities up and down the country, the England Team consists of specialist officers who investigate and prosecute illegal money lending and related activity and LIAISE officers who support victims and raise awareness of the dangers of borrowing from illegal money lenders. The project piloted in 2004, and expanded in 2007. So far the project has secured more than 190 prosecutions leading to custodial sentences in excess of 113 years.

For further information or to arrange an interview or photo opportunity contact:

Sarah-Jane Lynch – Communications Officer

Illegal Money Lending Team – Trading Standards

Telephone: 0121 693 1030 or 07881617119
E-mail:  sarah-jayne.lynch@birmingham.gov.uk
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